
Verfying Online Data

What is Wikipedia all about? 

Wikipedia is the
best thing ever.
Anyone in the

world can write
anything they

want about any
subject. So, you

know you are
getting the best

possible
information.

-Michael Scott

While pointing out how great
Wikipedia is, Michael also points

out why it can be dangerous.
Anyone can write anything.



Verfying Online Data
How to we make sure the information we find online is accurate? We cross check with

multiple resources. This exercise will compare information publicly edited website to an
official or educational source.

Choose an author that you will do your upcoming research project on.

Author

Look up the author you chose on WIKIPEDIA. Record the below facts you found on
Wikipedia.

Date of Birth Place of Birth

Mother's Name Date of Death

Now, find another source on your author. It needs to be an official biography site or an
educational site. (ie. www.jennyhan.com, journal, or college library). Cross check your facts
above.

Were the facts the same? Did they differ from the Wikipedia answers?

If they were different , find a 3rd source and check the information again.

What did you learn from this exercise? 

Why is it so important to fact check- especially when using a publicly edited site like
Wikipedia?

It is okay to use sites like Wikipedia as
long as we VERIFY the information.Big Take Away: 


